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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The listing of claims provided below will replace all prior versions, and listings, 



of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims 

Claims 1-34 (Canceled). 

35. (Currently Amended) A method for determining the potential for an HBV to exhibit 
resistance or reduced sensitivity to a nuoleosid o or nucl e otide analog scloct o d from ADV , TFV 
or FTC or optionally other nucleoside or nuolootido analogs , said method comprising isolating 
DNA or corresponding mRNA from said HBV and screening for a mutation in the nucleotide 
sequence encoding HBV DNA polymerase resulting in at l e ast on e amino acid substitution, 
d e l e tion and/or addition in anyone or more of domainG F and A through E or a region proximal 
thereto of said DNA polymeras e and aGOOoiatod with r e sistanc e or docreoa e d sensitivity to on e or 



wherein the mutation screened for in the DNA polymerase is selected from the listing consisting 
of rtT3 8 K, rt\181V, rtR55H, rtY215H, rtS/T78S, rtVSOL, rt^J/S11 8 N, rtN/K139K, rtE112V, 
rtAmSlA, rtI201M, rtQ/P/S/Stop215S, rtE/K21E, rtN/H238H, rtT128N, rtN236T, rtLl S OM, 
rtQ215S, rtT128S, rtN238T, rtl 8 0L, rtI201M, rt^^23 8 T, rtI187V, rtN2^ 8 Q, rtS2560, rtll22V, 




-wherein the presence of such a mutation is an indication of the 



likelihood of resistance or reduced sensitivity to said- 



-Qj^ADV , TFV and FTC 




-rtAV200V , rtM201V, rtV21^A . and rtH237H/P , rtV253G. rfN238T/A, 



rtN238T, rtN123N/I, rtS135Y, rtV211AlV and rtQ215Q/P/Stop/S . 



Claim 36 (Canceled). 
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37. (Currently Amended) A method for determining whether an HBV strain exhibits 
reduced sensitivity to ADV a nuol e osido or nucl e otid e analog , said method comprising isolating 
DNA or corresponding mRNA from said HBV and screening for a mutation in the nucleotide 
sequence encoding the DNA polymerase wher e in th e pr e s e nc e of a mutation in a region s e l e ct e d 
from the F to G domain, b e tw ee n F and A domains, the A domain, b e tw ee n - the A and B 
domains, the B domain, betw e en th e B and C domains, to C domain, b e tween th e C and D 
domains, th e D domain, betw ee n th e D and E domain and th e E domain or combination s ther e of 
or an equivalent one or mor e other mutation is indioativo of a variant wherein said variant 
exhibits a decr ea sed sensitivity to one or more of ADV; TFV and FTC optionally oth e r 
nucleoside or nucleotid e analogs wherein said nucleotide sequence variant comprises a mutation 
in the DNA polymerase selected from the list consisting of rtT3 8 K, rtA1 8 1 V, rtR55 H, rtY2^5H, 
rtS/T78S, rtV80L, rtN/SllSN, rtN/K139K, rtE112V, rtAlTlSlA, rtI20^M, rtQ/P/S/Stop215S, 
ftE /IC21E, rtN/II238H, rtT128N, rtN236T, rtL180M, rtQ215S, rtT128S, rtN238T, rtlSOL, 
rtI201M, rtN238T, rtI1 8 7V, rtN2i8Q, rtS256G, rtI122V, rtA181T, rtLlSOM , rtAA^200V, 
rtM201V, rtV21'1A, and rtH237H/P . rtV253a rt>^23 8 T/A. rtN238T, rtNI23N/I, rtS135Y, 
rtV2Hi'W and rtQ215QIP/Stop/S . 

Claims 38-52 (Canceled). 

53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 35, wherein the presence of said 
mutation is an indication of the likelihood of resistance or reduced sensitivity to at loaat on e 
ofADV or T FV. 

54. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37, wherein said variant exhibits a 
decreased sensitivity to- at least on e of ADV or- TFV. 
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